
Solution 

 Be prepared for this situation; always have a supply of loose notarial certificates handy, both jurat 

and acknowledgment certificates. 

 Describe the problem to your client and tell him or her that you plan to attach an appropriate 

notarial certificate to the document, one that matches the original certificate's language. 

 After receiving the client's approval, mark one line through the tiny certificate, neatly print, See 

attached statutory notarial certificate, and, initial your changes. 

 Complete the attached certificate, writing on it the title of the document you have attached it to 

and its number of pages; note in your notary journal that you attached the loose certificate and 

why you did so. 

If the client says you may not replace the certificate, you must decline to notarize the document. Explain 

that covering document text with a notary seal will almost certainly invalidate an important document, 

especially one that will be recorded. In less extreme cases, there may be room on the certificate for a 

smaller notarial seal.  


